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“Api Jaan! Come, watch me today, how | hit the ball,” said Faizan-e-Mustafa. “Let it
be, Faizan bhai. You always vanish when it's time to show. Show us while playing
then I'll believe,” replied Zainab. “Api Jaan! You always say the same to me,” Faizan-
e-Mustafa retorted with a sullen face. “Come on, leave it, Faizan! Come play with

me, then let's see,” Zainab replied. “When | hit the ball, you'll have to fetch it,”

Faizan-e-Mustafa said, chuckling. “Okay, okay, I'll get it. Let me see first how you

play,” Zainab responded.
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Faizan Mustafa hit the ball towards Api (elder sister) and gestured towards a boy
saying, "Api, look at that boy, see how he's playing!" Faizan gestured towards him.
"Yeah, | see. Maybe he's playing well in your eyes," she replied.
"Api Jaan! That boy's name is Zain-ul-Abideen. He also studies in my school. He's

quite different, doesn't talk straight with anyone," Faizan Mustafa began his

criticism. "That's very wrong, Faizan bhai. Don't you know speaking ill of others is a

sin and displeases Allah?" Zainab intervened, stopping him from saying more.




“Api Jaan, what's wrong in that? Who got hurt by what | said about Zain? What | said
is true. You can ask anyone,” Faizan asked innocently.

“So, were you doing a good deed by telling the truth? If something about Zain
bothers you, you should talk to him lovingly when alone so that he can leave his bad
habits. Speaking ill of him in front of others is very wrong,” Zainab calmly explained
to Faizan-e-Mustafa. “If | make him understand, will he accept my words? No, he'll
probably start arguing with me,” Faizan-e-Mustafa said stubbornly.

“Okay, then don't make him understand, but don't commit the sin of speaking ill of
him either,” Zainab advised again.
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“Api Jaan! Why do you keep saying these things? | haven't done any sinful act,”
Faizan replied. "Look, Faizan! What you were saying about Zain-ul-Abideen in front
of me is called 'backbiting.' It's a severe sin. Allah strictly prohibits backbiting in the
Quran,” Zainab explained to him. “Backbiting... What does that mean?” Faizan asked,

surprised. “Alright, I'll explain it to you. When we talk about someone in their

absence in a way that, if they were present, they would feel bad, that's called

backbiting,” Zainab explained.
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“Api Jaan! What's wrong with that? What | said about Zain-ul-Abideen isn't wrong...
It's true. How can you call stating a truth a sin?” Faizan-e-Mustafa innocently asked.
“See, Faizan bhai! Backbiting refers to stating something true. If you said something
false, it wouldn't be backbiting, it would be slander, which is an even bigger sin. It

includes the sin of lying,” Zainab elaborated again.
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She continued, “Faizan! Think about it; speaking ill of someone in their absence is
like eating the flesh of your dead brother. It's such a huge sin!”
“Api Jaan, nobody eats human flesh, and even if they do, eating the flesh of your

dead brother... Only a very sinful person can do such a filthy thing,” Faizan-e-

Mustafa said, astounded.




“Faizan! Now, you think yourself; backbiting is such a terrible deed in the sight of
Allah. We should never speak ill of someone in their absence. Instead, if we have the
courage, we should explain their bad habits to our friends when alone so that they
can leave those habits. And if you think they won't understand you or will be upset
with you or argue, then just stay silent and don't speak of their bad habits to
others,” Zainab advised further. “And, one more thing... whoever hides someone's
faults will have their faults hidden by Allah on the Day of Judgment. It means Allah
will forgive them,” Zainab added.
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“Api Jaan, | understand what you're saying. From now on, | won't speak ill of
someone in their absence. It's better to stay hungry than to eat the flesh of my dead
brother. | repent for such a big sin,” Faizan-e-Mustafa replied.

“Oh, we forgot in our conversation that we came here to play. Come on, show me
how you hit the ball,” Zainab said.

And then they both started playing again.
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