Islamic

Rights of Neighbors Literature
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“Aapi Ji! Look how high | can jump!” Faizan-e-Mustafa exclaimed as he leaped on
the sofa.

“Hold on, Faizan bhai. It's not good to jump like this,” Zainab advised, but he didn't
listen.

“No, Aapi Ji, see how much fun I'm having... | really enjoy jumping like this,” he
replied, continuing to jump.

“Enough, Faizan bhai! games involving jumping around should be played in the
open field, not in the house,” Zainab explained.
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“Faizan! I've asked you to stop. Stop right now, or else I'll complain to father about
you this evening,” Zainab said to Faizan-e-Mustafa.

“Why don't you let me play? Earlier, you even stopped me from watching cartoons.
| won't talk to you!” he said, feeling upset.

“I told you, | was going to move the TV to the other room so that our noise wouldn't
disturb the neighbors” Zainab replied.

“Then let me play at least now,” Faizan-e-Mustafa asked again and started jumping.




“Enough, Faizan brother! ... | have already said that games involving jumping
around should be played in the open field, not inside the house,” Zainab tried to
explain. “Why don't you let me play?” Faizan-e-MUstafa said, feeling upset.

“Faizan brother! the noise that comes from your jumping around is also reaching
the neighboring houses.” “So what happened? Can no one play in their own
house?” Faizan began the argument, and Zainab explained to him, “It could also be
that someone in the nearby house is ill and is disturbed by your noise. Or maybe a
little child is sleeping and gets scared by your jumping, starting to cry. We never
do something for our happiness that causes trouble to others.”
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“So what's wrong with me doing this in my own house?” Faizan questioned again.
“This is the wrong thinking, Faizan... Don't you know what our beloved Prophet
(PBUH) taught us?”

“Yes, | know we shouldn't bother our neighbors, but I'm not bothering them by
staying in my own house,” Faizan-e-Mustafa replied.

“Whether in our own house or not, our religion teaches us to take care of our

neighbors in every way and ensure they don't face any trouble because of us,”

Zainab explained to him.




“But Aapi Ji! ... Have | done something that caused them pain or harm?” Faizan

asked again.

“Alright, tell me this—if we fellill or had a headache, and then our neighbors' child
started shouting loudly or began jumping around, would we feel good? ... No,
right? Similarly, if we were asleep and someone made a noise in a loud voice,
disturbing our sleep, would we feel good? ... No, right? And if we were doing our
homework and someone started making loud noises in the street, would we be

able to work peacefully?”
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“It will definitely upset us. Maybe we'd start arguing with those disturbing our
peace by making noise. Now, when you're jumping around at home, your
neighbors will also be bothered by your noise. ... My intention isn't to stop you
from playing, but I'm just preventing actions that cause discomfort to others.
There are plenty of fun games you can play at home that don't make noise.”
Zainab explained to Faizan-e-Mustafa with affection.

“Aapi Ji, now | understand what you're saying. | had never thought about it
before.” He replied to Zainab.
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He further said, “On your explanation, another thought occurs to me. When in the
evening, all the kids in the neighborhood gather to play cricket in front of the
neighboring house, it gets quite noisy. Our neighbors must also get troubled by it.
Sometimes, passersby get hit by the ball too. Is that okay?” He asked.

“No, Faizan! If others are disturbed by their playing, then it's wrong. On the Day of
Judgment, they'll have to answer to Allah for these actions,” Zainab replied.

He further questioned, “And what about the auntie who watch TV dramas at a
loud volume, causing us distress? Will she also have to answer to Allah for it?”
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“Yes, Faizan! ... anyone who causes discomfort to others through their actions or
bad behavior will have to answer to Allah on the Day of Judgment,” Zainab
explained affectionately.
“Alright, Aapi ji! ... Now | understand. In the future, I'll refrain from being noisy and
avoid unnecessary loudness. I'll always remember that our beloved Prophet
(PBUH) commanded us to care for our neighbors and forbade causing them
distress... And yes, I'll also advise the kids playing in the street to play in an open
field instead of in front of their houses,” Faizan-e-Mustafa responded to Zainab.
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